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seized Dec. 5 or the Johnny 
Exprcs.s seized Dec. 15 — were 
engaged in anything but com- 
mercial pursuits. 

Following the seizure of the 
Panamanian registered Johnny 
Express in Bahamian waters, 
ihe Unlled State.s warned 
Cuba that It would take "all 
mcasurf?s under international 
law" to protect American and 
other ships against Cuban at- 
tacks. 

The Stale Department char- 
acterized the Cuban action as 
a “clear and present threat to 
the freedom of navigation and 
Intcrnalional commerce In the 
Caribbean and a threat to 
American citizens." 

In iU commentary Monday. 
Ta.ss Cidlecl the naval alert 
“complelely groundless" and 
charged that the two shlp.s, 
owned by Cubans who had 
taken pnliticaf asylum in the 
United Stales, "were widely| 
used by Ihc Central Intelli-| 
gcnce Agency ... for criminal 
actions” against Cuba. | 


The ships belong to the Ba- 
hama Lines, run by four 
brothers, who are Cuban ex- 
iles and who have been In- 
volved In Cuban exile affairs. 
Tass said that when the ves- 
.sels were seized, "they had on 
board armed thugs who were 
to land on Cuban territory and 
to stage acts of sabotage.” 

There is no clear indication 
why Cuba moved against the 
two ships now. But informed 
officials in Washington are 
inclined to sec it as retaliation 
connected with a recent straf- 
ing attack by Cuban exiles on 
a Cuban fishing village. In 
that Incident. Cuban exiles 
claimed credit for a landing at 
Boca de Sama on Cuba's 
northeast coast on Oct. 12. 
Two persons wTie killed and 
four others injured. 

Radio Havana blamed that 
nllack on "the government of 
the United Slates and Its ac- 
complices." A Cuban exile 
group headed by Jose Ellas dc 
la Torrlente claimed responsi- • 

bility and called it the begin- 
ning of a serie.s of actions to 
overthrow Fodel Castro. 

Some U.S. officials also sug- 
gested that there might be a 
connection between the sei- 
zures and the current visit to 
Moscow of Cuban President 
Osvaldo Dorticos. He an ived 
there yesterday on what Tass 
called a "friendship visit." 

News of the visit took U.S. 
officials by surprise. U.S. offi- 
cials noted that Cuba has fre- 
quently used the continuing 
U.S. threat against the Ca.stro 
regime as a lever for winning 
Soviet aid. They noted that 
the aid agreement between 
the two countries generally 
comes up for renegotiation in 
January and that the Dorticos 
visit might be preliminary to 
Uiat negotiation. 


I Stale Department officials 
said the Uniled Stales tried to 
discourago exile plans to at 
I tack Cuba and noted that the 
Coast (tunrd ba.s ficquonll> 
picked up Cubans on suspi 
clous expeditions. The officials 
said It is a violation of his im- 
migration status for an exile 
to become Involved In any po- 
litical aciivily. 

The action by the Casiro 
government against the two 
vessels coincided with a move 
by Peru in the Organization of 
American States to lift sanc- 
tions Imposed In 1HH4 against 
the Cuban regime. In an Infor- 
mal OA.S on Dec. 13, Peru 
sought to sound out the alti- 
tude of olher members toward 
a resolution to let stales eslah- 
li.sh diplomatic, consular, com 
mcrdal relations with Cuba. 

The United Stales took the 
po.sitlon. as enounced by Slate 
Department spokesman Rob 
erl J. McCloskey on Dec. 16, 
that "present circumsiancc.s ! 
do not jusliiy altding lhe| 
O.VS dcri.'iona on .snni-lion.': • 
since by \irtiie of it.c continu-i 
ing interventionist behavior 
and Its support for revolution, 
Cuba remains a throat to the 
peace and security of the hem- 
isphere.” In a formal, closed 

meeting Friday, Peru with- 
drew Its suggestion. 

Tass connected efforts by 
some Latin American coun- 
tries to improve relations with 
Cuba to the U.S naval alert In 
tho Caribbean. “The wide 
movement for normnlizalion 
of relations with Cuba that 
spread in the Western Hemi- 
sphere cau.sca extreme Irrito- 
tlon In Washington circles,” 
the commentary said, “They 
refuse lo reconcile themselves 
to the bankruptcy of their 
policy of isolation of Cuba and i 
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now resort to every means to 
make Latin Amtiican coun- 
tries continue lo follow their 
anti-Cuban coui.se.” 

Mexico never broke rela- 
tions with Cuba, and Chile has 
roccntly reestablished Us lies 
iwilh the Castro regime. 
Sources at the OAS suggested 
that a new effort may be made 
to lift sanctions agnin.«it Cuba 
at the annual meeting in 
April. 

Stale Deparlment offirials, 
while denying any U.S. gov- 
ernment connection with the 
two vessels that were seized 
left open the possibility that 
Ihe ships, and their owncri, 
may at one lime have been in- 
volved In anti-Castro nclivl. 
tics. But they suggested that 
that may have been in the 
heyday of Cuban exile activity 
between 1961 and 1963. 

Cuba’s official Communist 
newspaper "Granma” called 
the denial by the U.S. govern- 
ment of any connection with 
the seized ve.sscls a "shameful 
lie" comparable to Washing, 
ton’s original denial of any In- 
volvement in the 1061 Ray of 
Pigs Inva.slon. But State De- 
parlment officials said the 
ships are involved In a regular 
steamship service between 
Miami, Haiti and the Domini- 
can Republic. 

Tlicy add that according to 
crew lists supplied by^the Ba- 
hama Lines there were no Cu- 
bans aboard the Johnny Ex- 
press. except for Ihe captain. 
Jose Villa, a Cuhan-born U.S. 
citizen, and two Cubans* 
aboard the Lyla Express. I 


